Behind the controversies over the relative merits of urbanization and its attendant rural-urban migration is the question of short- versus long-term effects. Many critics of the current pace of urbanization undoubtedly have near-term consequences in mind. In addition to the difficulties of providing employment, the fantastic growth of many large cities in developing countries has strained the meager resources available for providing basic municipal services, much less adequate housing. Is it not reasonable, therefore, to advocate policies that would reduce the volume of rural-urban migration, which, in turn, would slow down the growth of cities, particularly the large ones?
There are several limitations to this approach. First of all, we have very little reason to believe that governments have the necessary administrative tools to manipulate migration rates—even totalitarian governments have not had much success. Moreover, the long-run consequences of retaining people in rural environments are unfortunate. Policies restricting migration may have near-term ameliorative effects, but in time they will become negative. The numerous changes required to bring about the transition to a "developed" status are best made in an urban environment.
I realize the enormous challenge implicit in my "acceptance" of current rates of urbanization in developing countries. I have tried to show, however, that the implications of migrant selectivity, as related to the growth of large cities, makes the prognosis for successful transition to a modern urbanized society more favorable than is sometimes concluded.
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